[Dementias--diagnosis, differential diagnosis and therapy].
The most common cause of primary (degenerative) dementia in old age is Alzheimer's disease, with vascular forms of dementia taking second place. Endocrinopathies, normal pressure hydrocephalus and space-occupying lesions are frequent causes of secondary dementia. A multitude of further, more rare clinical presentations results in a wide differential diagnostic spectrum necessitating a careful diagnostic work-up of the demential syndrome before considering treatment. This work-up must include clinical, laboratory and equipment-based investigations. The multimodal therapeutic approach to dementia covers not only the elimination of treatable underlying causal conditions and the medical treatment of cognitive symptoms and psychiatric accompanying symptoms, but also non-medicamentous aspects.